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City considers raising
cost of business license

Guests at Monday’s event line up for tours of the new, multi-million dollar mineral sand processing plant.

Southern Ionics’ Offerman mill celebrated
BY ROBERT M. WILLIAMS, JR.
Editor & Publisher
The weather, the mood, the
work and years of hopes all
came together here Tuesday
for a picture-perfect day and
a jubilant gathering as two
hundred area leaders gathered under a tent to mark the
completion of a multi-million
dollar sand processing plant
in Offerman.
Mississippi-based Southern Ionics, Inc. was host for
the occasion as they marked
the end of a two-year effort to
complete their extensive mining operations in Southeast
Georgia. The mineral sand
processing (MSP) plant is
the capstone and will process
thousands of tons of South
Georgia sand, extracting
valuable minerals to be marketed across the USA and the
world. The plant is expected
to employ approximately 40
people but will create spinoff economic impact creating
more employment throughout the area.
“This is a great match,”
said former U.S. Congressman and Patterson native,
Lindsay Thomas, a consultant to the company. “We
have a great community,
filled with good, hard-work-

ing people and we have a
great company, committed
to providing good jobs while
they protect our land, our water, our timber and our natural resources.”
Those words were echoed
often as local, regional and
state leaders spoke of Southern Ionic’s record for environmental stewardship and
quality business.
Southern Ionics CEO Milton Sundbeck praised local
and area leaders for helping
make the sand plant a reality and for working so diligently to make his company
feel welcome.
“Everyone has been so
helpful,” said Sundbeck. “I
particularly want to thank
the Pierce County Industrial Authority. They really stepped up to make this
investment possible here.
They helped with the rail,
the roads, tax incentives and
much more.”
Sundbeck said the Offerman site was the very first
one considered by Southern
Ionics and a thorough search
across five area counties only
served to prove that the tract
at the intersection of Highway 84 and Zero Bay Road
was — by far — the best
possible location. He praised

Offerman Mayor Brenda
Dennison for her assistance,
saying she had “opened city
hall up” for us.
“This site has everything
we need,” said Ron Rose, the
company’s director of mining: “natural gas, four-lane
divided highway, rail access
and more.”
Southern Ionics two years
ago began mining operations in nearby Brantley and
Charlton Counties, extracting tons of sand containing
minerals such as Zircon, Rutile and Ilmanite. All of those
minerals, and more, have
long been hard to find in the
USA and have been costly
for companies to import from
around the world.
“We have the finest Zircon
coming from right here, the
highest quality, to be found
anywhere in the world,”
Sundbeck told the crowd.
“Zircon is absolutely necessary to build turbines in jet
engines. You can’t have jet
engines without Zircon and
there is none anywhere else
in the world as good.”
He went on to say he expects a high demand, both
domestically and abroad, for
Zircon and other minerals,
such as Rutile and Ilmanite.
“Our goal is for every

welding rod made in America to be using our Rutile,”
said Sundbeck. “In the past,
they’ve always had to have it
imported.”
Ilmanite is a key ingredient in paints. Zircon, Sundbeck noted, is also a key
ingredient in “every white
ceramic product” you see.
Tim McKeon, a mining
engineer, is the new plant’s
manager. He and his family,
he says, recently made their
eighth move and have settled in Blackshear where he
says he is happy to be working with a plant like this one.
“You might not expect an
engineer to be an environmentalist, too, but I am,”
said McKeon. “There are
absolutely no chemicals involved in our production process. It is all natural. We will
use size, density and an electrostatic process to separate
the minerals from the sand.”
The plant is still actually
about two weeks away from
full completion and then
equipment checks will be
conducted for several weeks
with full production slated
for late June.
Following the remarks,
the crowd enjoyed a catered
lunch and then lined up to
take tours of the facility.

Patterson moves ahead with rec purchases
Patterson City Council will
buy uniforms for its re-opened
recreation department baseball teams.
The unanimous vote came
during a called meeting of the
council Tuesday night, April
28. Councilwoman Teresa
Leggett was not present. Recreation committee chairman
Melvin Hollis presented three
bids for uniforms.
Bidders included Pierce
County Graphics of Blackshear and the Sports Shop
and Precision Images, both of
Waycross.
Although Pierce County
Graphics was the apparent
low bidder at $927.12, Hollis
recommended Precision Im-

ages to provide the uniforms
at $1,068. The Sports Shop
bid $33 per child for a total of
$1,188.
“(Precision Images) can
provide us a one week turn
around and the other two
need two weeks,” he said.
Hollis said time is of the
essence since the teams have
already started playing.
“Our Patterson teams
are out there wearing mismatched uniforms and it is
embarrassing,” he says.
The council approved Hollis’ recommendation without
comment.
Councilwoman
Joan
Teglas-Duplessis asked how
many of the youngsters were

actually Patterson residents.
The question was never answered.
Hollis and volunteer coach
Jamie Crews said Patterson
has three teams for baseball
season. A total of 36 participants have signed up for blast
ball, t-ball and 7-8 and 9-10
teams.
The
department
still
doesn’t have a budget, however. The council took no action on amending its budget,
though Mayor George Denison pointed out the city has
about $2,269 available for recreation.
The council had virtually
disbanded the city’s rec program in December over bud-

get concerns, but voted 4-1
in February to re-open the
department.
The council eliminated
roughly $40,000 in funding
for the department cutting
the amount to a bare bones
line item of $7,750. Most of
that money — roughly $4,700
— has already been expended.
Hollis asked for and received permission to sell concessions at basketball games
earlier this year. Hollis has
said he raised the money to
pay for the concessions from
donations. He stipulated that
the proceeds be used to fund
the Patterson Recreation Department.

Christian says county not ‘giving away’ land in swap
The county isn’t giving
anything away.
County Manager Paul
Christian stressed that concept Friday, May 1, in reference to land swap discussions between the county and
school board.
School board and county
officials have been discussing
several properties over the
past month.
The school board has discussed swapping its Grady

Street property and current
bus barn on Carter Avenue
(Cason Road). The school
board has expressed interest
in property the county owns
across from the high school.
The county has offered its
county shop and 40 acres behind it.
Christian said he and commissioners had been “taking
a lot of flak” from a few taxpayers concerned the county
may “give away” everything

to the school board.
“I want to clarify what the
term “swap” means,” he said,
smiling. “We don’t intend to
just ‘give everything we have
away.’ Any swap will come
with an appropriate value.”
In other words, Christian
said if the two governments
work out a deal on any of the
properties, checks will be exchanged.
“We will get something for
it,” he said.

The manager said the
county is not interested in
giving away its $500,000
county shop for anything of
lesser value.
Christian also emphasized
the “if” factor involved with
the negotiations.
“We are still in the early
stages of these discussions,”
he said. “Nothing has been
finalized. Nothing is set in
stone. No agreements are in
place.”

* Golf in the rough
(Continued from Page 1)
say, for a venue that has long
been valued as a local attraction for retirees and resource
for family recreation.
“I still think it’s a diamond
of our community,” says Dan
Walker, who serves on Lakeview’s board of directors. “A lot
of great things go on here.”
The golf course prides itself on being youth-friendly.
Walker says junior players
are allowed on the course
throughout the week and
those age 15 and under play
free with an adult.
The culture of youth instruction and mentoring is
evident, Walker says. Pierce
County has dominated golf
at the high school and middle
school levels for many years,
with many of those players
sharpening skills at Lakeview on their own time.
Walker says around 40
kids practice driving, chipping and putting during peak
days at Lakeview.
“That wouldn’t happen

without this golf course in
town,” he says. “The juniors
aspect is one of the biggest
pieces that sets us apart.”
Board Vice President Bill
Wall says Lakeview management will continue to support young golfers as long as
it can. Instruction about the
sport and its etiquette remains possible through the
David A. Wall Junior Golf
Association’s
fundraising
events.
But there are other needs
weighing on Lakeview’s operation.
The
Blackshear
golf
course was built in 1971 and
with age has come the need
to replace worn out and antiquated equipment. Most
pressing is the 44-year-old irrigation system that requires
regular repair.
The directors say Lakeview needs steady revenue
from memberships and casual play before those issues
can be addressed.
Though costly, upkeep

and maintenance are key to
making a course appealing
to recurring golfers and newcomers, says Jason Bradley,
general manager of Sweetwater Golf Club in Baxley, which
has had its own rebirth.
Sweetwater reopened in
late 2013 after being purchased by a group of 20 investors. Bradley says the new
ownership focused heavily
on course attractiveness for
first impressions and return
visits.
“People see us from the
road and they call [about
rates] and stop in,” Bradley
says. “But I’ve got to have
a good product to put out
there.”
Wall says Lakview also
makes money from hosting
tournaments, fishing on its
lake, concession sales and
banquet hall rental for special events. Those are supplemental sources, however, to
having customers golfing on
a weekly basis.
“That is really where

you’re going to be able to survive,” Wall says.
Lakeview is planning a
membership drive to reinvigorate those who have strayed
from golf or who have never
quite made it a habit.
“The segment we’re missing is young adults as far as
membership,” says Lakeview board President Tommy
Pritchard.
Players in that age bracket of 25-40 year olds are spotted on the course occasionally, but Lakeview would like
to have them aboard as members or playing on a weekly
basis, he explains. That’s also
an age group likely to have
young children who can be
introduced to golf and, perhaps, sustain Lakeview in
the years to come as adults.
“Over the last 40-plus
years, this golf club has
meant a lot to a large number
of people in the community,”
Pritchard says. “We want to
make sure it is here for future
generations.”

The cost of getting a business license in Blackshear
may be going up.
At a work session Monday, city council members reviewed a proposed ordinance
that would change terms for
the city’s occupational tax.
The biggest increase
would come from raising
city hall’s administrative fee
from $50 to $100. The charge
is assessed to cover cost of
processing paperwork and
tax collected.
The minimum tax for the
first employee of a business
would increase from $15 to
$20. The cost per each employee after the first will remain $15.
The occupational tax

would have a cap of $360,
regardless of the number of
employees at a business.
City Attorney Adam Ferrell explained the new ordinance would also clarify definitions of what is considered
a business and an employee.
It would remove irrelevant
code about regulatory fees
that do not apply to city
business at this time, Ferrell
said.
The council will hold a
public hearing to receive input on the ordinance Tuesday, May 12, at 6:45 p.m. A
vote on the first reading of
the ordinance could happen
at the council’s regular meeting, set to begin at 7 p.m. after the public hearing.

Blackshear hosting
cleanup day May 16
Blackshear residents can
rid themselves of junk at a
community cleanup day next
Saturday, May 16, sponsored
by the city and Southland
Waste Services.
Dumpsters will be open
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Ware
Street at the Pierce County
Parks and Recreation Department and the Blackshear
public works building on
Nichols Street.
Since the cleanup is for
Blackshear residents only,
valid proof of residence – such
as a recent city utility bill or
Georgia Power electric bill –
and proper identification will

be required.
Some materials will not
be accepted at the collection
sites. These include batteries of any kind, tires of any
kind, filled paint cans (only
empty cans with lids removed
will be accepted), automotive
parts, tanks (gas, Freon, propane), oil drums (accepted
only if empty and have holes
in them). Hazardous waste
of any kind (chemicals, pesticides, pool chemicals) cannot
be disposed at the sites.
Future cleanup days are
scheduled for September
12 this year and January 9,
2016.

Local businesswoman
Shirleen Strickland
recalled as ‘friend’ to many
Long-time businesswomThe crowd packed the redan Shirleen Strickland is brick sanctuary at Mershon
remembered this week as Baptist and spilled over into
a “good friend” and “unique the social hall and into evperson.”
ery Bible Study room at the
Strickland passed away church.
last Wednesday evening,
“She was able to make
April 29, at her Walkerville friends easily across all social
home following a lengthy bout and ethnic lines,” the pastor
with cancer. She was 64. Born said. “She was a friend to you
in Alma, she had lived in wherever she saw you.”
Pierce County most of her life.
James also talked about
Strickland and her hus- Strickland’s sense of humor
band, John Earl Strickland and keen wit.
II, had owned and operated
He related Strickland and
Mershon Tractor Company, some friends had signed up
the John Deere dealership lo- for decorating classes to learn
cally, for over three decades.
how to tie bows and make
Long-time friend Sandra wreaths for Christmas.
Boatright says Strick“It wasn’t long beland was a “unique
fore she learned it
person.”
wasn’t her cup of tea,”
“She was a dear
he said. “She couldn’t
friend,”
she
said.
get the bows tied right
“Shirleen’s wit and
and she made a mess
her way with words
on everything with the
was unique. She was
hot glue gun.”
a very dear friend and
James relates the
she will be missed.”
instructor
dissuadAnother
friend,
ed Strickland from
Myra Bolden, says Strickland taking the advanced
Strickland was a
unique and special friend to
all those who loved her.
“I will miss her calling and
saying “Myra, what you doing?’,” Bolden says. “She had
a lot of wisdom and she shot
straight from the hip with her
opinions. She was witty and
fun.”
Bolden says she is thankful to have been counted
among Strickland’s friends.
The Rev. R.C. James, a
long-time friend of the family, quoted Proverbs 18:24
at Strickland’s “homegoing”
service Saturday, saying
“Shirleen showed herself
friendly.” James pointed out
the large assembly at her funeral attested to that fact.

class.
“Taking the advanced
class,?!” Strickland exclaimed
in disbelief. “I’m about to have
a nervous breakdown with tying bows.”
Her pastor, the Rev. Michael Barnes, related that
Strickland talked literally until the end.
“Nurses had told her that
she needed to be quiet after
her breathing treatments,
but after they left, she said
she intended to keep right on
talking.”
Strickland was a member
of Mershon Baptist Church.
Funeral services were held
there at 2 p.m. Saturday, May
2. For a complete obituary,
please see page 3.

* Amris Jam
(Continued from Page 1)
auction tent will be held at
5:30 p.m.
The first Amris Jam was
held September 2012, organized by family and friends
to raise money for Ross and
Marlee Walker Bedford,
whose 2-year-old daughter,
Amris, had been diagnosed
months earlier with the rare
and aggressive brain cancer
known as AT/RT. The family,
inspired by their journey at
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital and the local outpouring of love and prayers,
ultimately decided to donate
$39,000 raised at the inaugural event to other children in

need in the community.
Bedford and family friend,
Timothy Griffis, began visiting families of children facing
off with cancer, diseases or
other medical hardships, offering to help with expenses.
Months later, the 501(c)(3)
non-profit Amris Jam Foundation was founded in June
2013.
To date, the foundation
has assisted 12 families with
around $35,000 to offset medical-related expenses. Amris
Jam Foundation members
say they are committed to
providing faith, hope and
support, years after the initial inspiration.

